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April 21. 2016

David A. Brandon (‘10
‘toys “R” 1. s
One Geoffrey Way
Wayne, New Jei sey 07470

RE. (ra/Art products that contain lead in violation of federal ( onsumer Product
Saf Ct) Act standards and New York State law

Dear Mr Brandon

We write on behalf of the New York State Attorney General to inform you that as part of
a recent investigation, the Office of the Attorney General has obtained evidence that certain (ra

tArt products intended for use by children and offered for sale at one oi more of your stores
contain lead in excess of the limits established under the federal Consumer Product Safety Act,
15 USC. § 205 1 c/ scq,, and the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act, Based on thai
evidence, we believe that sale and distribution of these children’s products in New York violates
both the federal Product Safety Act and New York General Business I aw § 349 and 396k.
‘l’hese items present an unreasonable risk of personal injury or illness due to their high lead
content, and we request that you respond to this hazard immediately.

l he New York State Attorney General has conducted an investigation to determi e if
unsafe items intended for use by children are being sold in the State of New York. l)uring the
months of October 201 5, November 201 5 and February 2016, investigators from our office
visited several stores throughout the state, including Foys ‘R” lJs, and purchased a number of
items intended for usc by children. Our oflice sent items to a laboratory accepted as accredited
by the Consumer Product SaiCty Commission fbr analysis and quantification

Based on the results ol that laboratory analysis, the New York State Attorney General has
identified the following Cra/Art products that have one or more components containing lead in
excess of 100 ppm’

• Shimmer N’ Sparkle CraZ Art (ra7-Jewelz Gem Creations Ultimate Gem Machine
(UPC 884920174504),
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• Shimniei N Sparkle (‘ra/Art (i a/Jcwelz Gem ( reations Gem Charm and Slidei
Hracelets (UPC 884920174849)

• My Look CraZArt Cra-tJeweli Gem Creations Ultimate Gem Machine ( PC
884920466340).

Specifically, the components of those products that contained excess levels of lead were
bands that appear to he made of leather or to resemble leather, Your stores sell one or more of
these products. Our of bce is notifying 1 aRose Industries, LLC, whose name appears on the
products, of our findings, hut we believe it would be in the public interest for Foys “R” Us to
have these and any items that might be made from similar materials removed from store shelves
immediately. e request that you participate in any future recall of these products and that any
recalled or returned items, as well as any existing inventory, be securely stored until an
appropriate disposition has been determined. In other \ords, these items should not be estraycd
or disposed of unless and until our office consents,

I Jnder the federal Consumer Product Safety Act, manufacturers and importers have a
responsibility to certify that their products are safe and comply with the standards developed
under the Act, which limit the presence of’toxic chemicals that ma he fbund in children’s
products and toys. Under 15 1. ,S,( § 2063, federal law iequires that this certification be based
on thir&party testing at a laboratory accepted as accredited by the Ibderal C onsumcr Product
Safty Commission. A Children’s Product Certificate must he issued by either the manufbcturcr
or importer indicating compliance sith all applicable standards. I he manufacturer or imporer
must “furnish” the certificate to distributors and retailers meaning provide them with a
reasonable means to access the certificate Accordingly, under the federal law, I oys ‘R” 1 s
should have reasonable means to access the product certificates for these products.

Please rcp othisletterwithmfiye,çlas to inform the New York State Attorney
General what steps 10)/s “R” I s has taken in light of this information. Additionally, in that
response, please provide the New York State Attorney General with a copy of the Children’s
Product Certificate lbr each item indicated above, as well as any other similar items, that are in
your posscsion

‘1 he New York State Attorney General is committed to protecting the health and safety of
the children of our state and takes these compliance issues very seriously. Although we are
asking for your voluntary assistance in this matter, please be advised that when our office
determines that items contaimung toxic chemicals at unsafe levels are being sold, w, are
authoriied to take appropriate enforcement action pursuant to Lxecutive Law § 63(12) and
General Business Law § 349 and 396k, which prohibit the sale, import or manufacture of
children’s products that pose an unreasonable I isk of’ injury. I he lav authoriies the New York
State Attorney General to seek injunctivc i’lif s cll its pciinlties of’ up to SI ,00() pci
violation, I uriherniore, the State may also enfhrce the Ibderal Consumer Product Safety Act

A focus on children’s exposure to toxic chemicals is critical, Studies have documented
that lead is highly toxic, especially to children under 7 years old, No safe blood lead level in
children has been identified, Even small amounts can cause neurological damage, learning
disabilities, attention deficits, hyperactivity, irritability, and other behavioral problems. Many of



lead’s health eflbcts can be pemianent U high levels, lead can cause brain damage and even
death. Children are at special risk due to their small body mass and tapid ph’ sical development
I herd ore, a lbcus on ensunng the safety of children s to) S is crucial

The Ness York State .ttorne> General is committed to protecting Nc York State’s most
vulnerable residents from these risks, and we ould expect that Toys ‘R” L’s is as ell. ‘We are
happy to discuss these matters ith a representative for ro R” L’s. Please contact Nicholas
Buttino at (518 776-2406 or Nicholas.Buttino a ag.ny .go with any questions.

er,y.trulv ‘ours.

Sieholas C’. Buttino
Assistant Attorney General


