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“Renew” Your Power 
If only 10% of households in NY chose clean, 
renewable “green power” – such as solar, 
wind, low-impact hydroelectric, and  
geothermal – it would reduce emissions of 
global warming pollution by about 3 billion 
pounds each year!  To find out more about  
purchasing clean, renewable “green power” 
for your home, visit the US Department of  
Energy’s “Energy Efficiency and Renewal  
Energy“ website at www.eere.energy.gov or 
contact your utility company.      
 

Green Your Ride 
Transportation accounts for about 1/3 of all 
greenhouse gases produced in the US.  By 
keeping up with your car’s maintenance,    
avoiding idling, and driving slower and less     
aggressively, you’ll not only increase your gas 
mileage but also fight global warming.  And  
if you’re in the market for a new car, consider   
trading up to a more fuel-efficient model.   
You can cut 3,000 pounds of global warming      
pollution every year by choosing a model that 
gets only 3 mpg more than your current one.   
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Resource extraction, product manufacturing, 
and waste disposal all consume energy and 
contribute global warming pollution.  By  
reducing, reusing and recycling – the “3 Rs” – 
you can save energy and fight global warming.  
In fact, cutting your garbage down by only 
10% can eliminate 1200 pounds of global  
warming pollution annually.  For ideas on 
practicing the “3 Rs” at home, visit the NYS  
Department of Environmental Conservation: 
www.dec.ny.gov.  For help in finding what  
and where you can recycle in your area, visit 
www.earth911.com.  
 

Offset Your Footprint 
Want to cut your production of global warming 
pollution even further? Consider buying carbon    
offsets.  Buying carbon offsets allows you to 
compensate for unavoidable energy use – 
such as driving a car or traveling in a plane – 
by investing in projects that avoid global 
warming pollution, including energy efficiency 
or capturing methane at landfills. See the  
websites of the Natural Resources Defense 
Council (www.nrdc.org), Environmental  
Defense Fund (www.edf.org), and other  
organizations for  information on offsetting your 
carbon footprint.   
 

Spread the Word 
Tell your family and friends how they, too, can 
help fight global warming at home.    

If you’d like additional copies of these or 
other GREEN TIPS, contact us at: 

State of New York  
Office of the Attorney General 

 

Eric T. Schneiderman
Attorney General 

April 2010 

 

State of New York 
Office of the Attorney General 
 

Eric T. Schneiderman 
 

Attorney General 

Buy Efficient 
In total, the appliances in a typical home       
account for nearly 8 tons of global warming  
pollution per year.  Look to cut these emissions 
by purchasing products with an ENERGY STAR 
label whenever you’re in the market for a new 
air conditioner, hot water heater, refrigerator,       
television, or other appliance.  ENERGY STAR   
appliances use up to 50% less energy –  
cutting both your contribution to global  
warming and your electric bill.    
 

Be Compact 
Lighting accounts for up to 20% of a home’s  
energy use.  One of easiest ways to save  
energy is to replace standard incandescent 
light bulbs with compact fluorescent light (CFL) 
bulbs.  A CLF will last 10-times longer and use 
up to 75% less energy.  And replacing just one         
incandescent bulb with a CLF can save you up 
to $60 – and eliminate about 1,000 pounds of 
global warming pollution – over its lifetime.    
 

Set It, Don’t Forget It 
Heating and cooling are your home’s top    
energy users – accounting for up to 60% of  
its total usage.  By moving your thermostat up 
2o in the summer and down 2o in the winter, 
you can save about 1 ton of carbon dioxide 
annually.  Better still, by using a programmable  
thermostat to automatically control your 
home’s heating and cooling, you can cut 
global warming pollution and save up to $100 
each year on your energy bill. 
 

Be Cool (and Warm) 
The gaps around windows and doors in a    
typical home are roughly equivalent to having 
a 3’ by 3’ hole in the wall!  By sealing up these 
leaks with caulking and weatherstripping, you 
can eliminate 1700 pounds of global warming 
pollution per year.  And ensuring your home –  
especially your attic – is properly insulated can 
save 25% on your heating bill and cut another 
2,000 pounds of global warming pollution  
annually.   
 

Get Audited 
A home “energy audit” can pinpoint the most 
effective ways to save energy in your home –  
and can knock up to 40% off your energy bill 
and cut your contribution to global warming 
pollution by 1000 pounds each year.  Learn to 
do an audit yourself at www.energysavers.gov, 
or check with the NY State Energy Research  
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) at 
www.nyserda.org or your utility company for 
assistance in having one done for you.       
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